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BSC BR1EFING \x 10 JANBARY 1956

K. is Beuth Yietaam, most pericusly sxposed of three mew Indo-
Mntm:, mamummtmm;m;
progress toward & stable regime. _

A. Progress act spectacalar, but Diem has had no setbacks
since he defied Gemersl Ely and drove Fresch-backed Bink
Xuyon gaaguters owt of Saigoa last spring.

1. In Get *35, my—m rexpants of gaugstier group
wore elisminated; its lesder encaped to France.

.I. Bebel activity in 5. Vietass now confined to lNoa Hao

| groups ia mouthwesters Vietsm, with whom Viet Minh re-
poried actively working.

1. Vietoanese aray now deploying wpwards of 15,000
‘troope sgainst 3,200 Hos Mao.
2. Considerable ouccess claimed ia winning Hoa Bao
|  rask-asd-file suppart for Dies.
C. Costimuing Yiet Mink efforts being made to stremgthen
~ pasition i south, but these being oftest by imma;
Pisn's mity sarvices.
11. Bext wisp for Diem is slection of Natieaal issenbly (origia-
slly plasaed for Dee '55: will prohably come in late Feb
ar sarly Wareh). Careful advance pnmg is Wumwtm
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A« Buscessive postponements have come from govermmest's

| sfforts to make sure sverythiag under control. |
1. Delays have charges of “dietatorship™ against Dies.
2. Dut disenchasted elements not unified, do Rot appesr

4o coawtitute aay real threat.

8. A 120 to 125-seat body is contemplated; one seat will be
left vagast as symbol of missing sorthernvers.

C. WViet Miakh pro a violently demouncing Dien's election
plans aa Amevrican-conceived plot to sabotage unificstion
effert; ealling for Boycott. |
1. viet Wish similarly attscked 23 Oct '35 referendum

os Bad Dai, but turnout was goed and Diem got 98%
of votu. |
131, After Assembly slections, Diem will still face problea of
how to handle CGeneva inheritaace--all-¥ietaoam electionz for

*waification,.”

A. Be continwes sdamantly to refuse to sccept commitments
mede by Fremsh at ‘54 Geneva conference.

1. ¥ith Expeditionary Corps strength in 8. Vietmam now
dows to aboat 20,000, French ia no positioa to mest
thass commitnenis, sither.

B. Futere of Intersatiosal Control Commission is clowdy, but
oven Indisus spparestly mm‘iﬁ all-Yietnan electiions
now virtsslly out of gquestion.
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I senriy M, a new governsent (1ittle different from
present ese, asnd under the same premier) will be forned
mext moat: oo basis of 25 Dec 85 election :mltg,

A. Despite rebel Pathet Laoc denunciation, election brought
heavy vete. |

3. Pathet morsle Balieved low and roysl goverazent appar-
satly bopss to regain comtrel two northern provinces
through extession partisan setivity there,

In Cambodis, former Tiag (now Prince) Sibasouk ressins

fully in contrel, evea though he has resignad premiership

asnd is off for a holiday oa Riviera.

4. His replacement cabinet submitted resigmstion after
three days is office, but will stay as caretaker until
Prisce’s reimra.

B. Sihanouk eurreatly stressing Casbodia's nentrality, but

| mm to dependence on U5 for support of armed forces.
¢. Aloag meutrality live, Prisce is believed io be
sympathetic towsrds a Soviet bid for diplomatic rela-
tions, as well as possibile trip to Peiping.

.
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NSC_ BRIEFING y T 11 JANUARY 1956
INDOCHINA
1. In South Vietnam, Premier Diem cautiously

but steadily progressing toward stable

regime.

A, Since Diem drove French-backed Binh
Xuyen gangsters out of Saigon, last
spring, he has not suffered a setback,

B. Only rebels left now afe Hoa Hao groupsi
in southwestern Vietnam, reportedly 5
allied with Viet Minh,

1. Diem's army now moving some 15,000
troops against 3,200 Hoa Hao, i
C. Viet Minh efforts in south being offsetf
by improved security services. i

II. Next step for Diem is formation of Nationalg
Assemb1y~—electiéns originally planned for :
Dec '55. Will probably come in late Feb

or early March, .
A. Successive postponements have come from‘

Diem's efforts to make sure everything

under control,
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"B, A 120 to 125-seat body is contemplated;
. one seat vacant as symbol of missing
northerners,

C. Viet Minh violently denouncing election -
as US plot against unification., Calling
for boycott, but similar Viet Minh
attack on 23 Oct '55 referendum on
Bao Dai was ineffective.

1II. After Assembly elections, Diem's next

hurdle will be how to handle Geneva in-

heritance--all~Vietnam elections for

"unification."

A. He adamantly refuses to accept commit-
ments made by French at '54 Geneva
conference.

B. Future is cloudy, but even Indian chair{
men of ICC apparently recognize all- ‘
Vietnam elections now virtually out of

gquestion,
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IV.* In nearby Laos, new government (little

different from present one, and under same.;

premier) will be formed next month oh ba.sisE

25 Dec '55 election results.

A. Despite rebel Pathet Lao denunciation,
election brought heavy vote,

In Cambodia, former King-(now Prince)

Sihanouk remains fully in control, even

though he has resigned premiership and

is off to Riviera holiday. 7

A. Sihanouk currently stressing Cambodia's;
neutrality, possibly planning junket toi
Peiping, but simultaneously emphasizing
.his dependence on US for support of ,

armed forces,
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